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NEW EFFORTS TO APOSTATIZE THE JEWS. 


Ir becomes the Jews themselves to be up and doing, when 
the whole Christian world is seeking to apostatize them by 
every variety of expedient which can be devised. The Russian 
system (see our * Foreign Intelligence”) is, at least, an un- 
masked one; the Russian Jew is offered extraordinary privi- 
leges and a bribe of definite amount, as an alternative to the 
- moral and pecuniary oppression to which he is now subjected. 
But after all, if some miserable, wretch do yield to the ‘* pres- 
sure from without,” and make profession of the Greck creed, 


is it not hard that, according to Anglican church organs, he. 


has but embraced a spurious form after all, and must ‘turn 
again,” before he is in the right road to salvation? The expe- 
dients occasionally resorted to nearer home for apostatizing the 
Jews, do not carry quite so open a front; and, therefore, it 
behoves our people to be up and doing, in order that our 
ignorant poor be not cajoled into entrusting their children to 
the underhanded influence of Anti-Jewish instructors ;—that 
perverted constructions of prophecy, pertinaciously obtruded 
into. our very synagogues, be not altogether unmet by the 
preaching and publishing of God's truth ;—and that the agents 
of ** the London Society for promoting Christianity among the 
Jews,’’ be not permitted to abuse the prostrate energies .of the 
sick Jew in the public hospitals. Once again, let us be up and 
doing—and let those less fanatical among our non-Israelite 
neighbours, who are conscious of the palpable folly of. these 
bit-by-bit” incursions upon the skirt of Israel,” remind 
their brethren, that it is the declared will of our Almighty 
Father, that we: should ever remain a separate, ‘* peculiar 
people ;” and that their own constructions of prophecy require 
that Israel, as a whole, be converted, and remain Israel still :* 
—a construction which might exhibit the worthlessness of such 
defections from Israel as their arts produce. Sober inquirers 
of their own body admit, that it requires the mission of a Mes- 
siah, in order to make the whole earth of one accord. Ex- 
cepting the dogma, that this Messiah has appeared once already, 
we hold the same belief; let the Christian world be admonished 
by their own more sober-minded inquirers, that it is both 
wiser and more consonant with the revealed will of God, to 
leave Israel unmolested until the fulness of time. Vide, Isaiah 
lxi. 9—lii. 1; Ezek. xxxvii. 24; Zech. viii. 23; &c. &c. &e. 


* Inthe middle ages, large bodies of Jews were compelled by the In- 
quisition, and other similar influences, into conformity with Christianity ; 
very few were able to escape, orto relapse into Judaism. It is supposed, 
- that some of the noblest blood in Spain is of Jewish origin, but there 
is no recognisable trace of this; much less have such presumed descen- 
dants, a “ peculiar’”’ existence. Where are the vestiges of those Israel- 
rr converted (?) in this country, from the ages of Richard and John 

own to ? 


| 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCR.—-Foreign Review of a Secession Sermon. 
—The Emperor of Russia and his Jewish Subjects.—Heidelberg University. — 
Anniversary at Berlin.—Buxtort’s Collection of Jewish Antographs. 

Correspondence. B., on Schism,—-The Rejected Letters, &c.; Editor's Addi- 
tional Remarks. 

Review.—** The Rod of Judgment."’ 

Marriages and Deaths; Notice on the Subject. 

Notices for the ensuing Fortnight. 

To Subscribers To Readers. 

Advertisements, 


DREAM. 


FROM THE FRENCH OF M. NORDMANN, RABBIN AT HEGENHEIM,* 


It was a lovely summer evening, as I walked along the bank 
of a silent stream which traversed a beautiful meadow. All 
was calm and serene around me, but my mind was not so; for 
I was reflecting on the moral condition of my co-religionists, 
As Moses, wearied and wandering in the desert of Horeb, 
groaned under the oppressive yoke which retained his untor- 
tunate brethren in the most tyrannical bondage, so did I groan 
under the yoke of superstitions and prejudices, which. still 


weigh so heavily on so great a number of my brethren, and 


which so deeply disfigure the original purity of the belief of 
our ancestors. 
Fatigued from my walk and my reflections, I sat down on 


the grass at the foot of a shady walnut-tree, which atlorded an 
agreeable shade. 


Insensibly my eyes closed ; a sweet slumber 
weighed upon my eyelids; I fell asleep, and I had a dream. 
Suddenly, a plaintive voice struck upon mine ear ; its mourn- 
ful sounds revit my heart. ‘* Son of man! what dost thou 
hear?” cried a mysterious voice. ‘ 1 hear,” answered I, in 
my agitation, ‘** I hear. distressing cries, which deeply move 
me.”’ ‘* These are the cries of an afflicted mother from amid 
the ruins of her habitation, which has been fired by her own 
children.” I at once opened my éyes, and perceived a mag- 
nificent palace a prey to-the flames. In the vestibule, I saw 
the shade of a woman. in the deepest affliction, beating her 
breast, tearing her garments, and uttering groans of despair. 
** What desolation!” cried she. ‘* And was it for this—was it 
to see it destroyed by my own children, that I have so long 
defended this valued stronghold against so many enemies, and 
so many assaults! And this magnificent edifice—after having 
been maintained for so many ages—after having braved so 
many fierce attacks, so many furious tempests—must it then 
be destroyed by the children of my own body? Are they ad/ 
faithless, those whom I have reared with such care? OQ, ye! 
who have yet a spark of affection for your unfortunate mother, 
rouse ye, come from all parts, and save that which can yet be 
saved—save at least the precious treasures which are enclosed 
in this residence of your fathers!’ At this cry of distress, a 
small number of hardy and determined men ran towards the 
spot. ‘Alas!’ cried one of them, ‘‘ the flames have reached 
too far, it is impossible to preserve the building; let us, how- 
ever, save the immense wealth which it cantains.’’ These were 
proceeding to break in the doors and windows, for the purpose 
of penetrating into the interior, when a second troop, issuing 
from every avenue and every door, prevented the ingress of 
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with ruin in this age of incredulity. 
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the first. ‘ Waste not your time in saving the vile wealth ; 
the building must be preserved before every thing: scale the 
walls, master the flames, for all hope has not yet fled.” : 

‘‘Madmen!” replied the first party: ‘‘ Do you not perceive that 
all attempts will be in vain—that the flames are too powerful 
to be extinguished? Do you wish also to lose the inestimable 
treasures of the interior, which amount to a thousand times 
the value of the palace? The walls, the architecture, the works 
of art, may, perhaps, be restored; but the precious stones, the 
diamonds, the rubies, the diadems of the treasury, can never 
be replaced. Let us lose no time in contesting the point: mi- 
nutes are now precious; for, in a few instants, the immense 
wealth of an entire kingdom may be consumed.” 

These exhortations were in vain, for the others were Inexor- 
able. The dispute became louder; from words they came to 
blows, and a bloody conflict was the result. Whilst the two 
parties were eagerly engaged in fighting, pursuing, and destroy- 
ing each other, the conflagration had made rapid: progress ; I 
now saw nothing but flame, smoke, and glowing embers, car- 
ried along by the wind.. Half-consumed beams and rafters 
now fell with a loud noise, carrying with them in their descent, 
walls, floors, and balconies; and then, at once, with the fearful 


roll of a hundred thunders, the entire edifice gave way, and 


crumbled into a heap of ashes. A death-like silence succeeded 
the terrific crash caused by the fall of the colossal building: I 


could think of nothing but the sight which I had just wit- 


nessed; when suddenly the voice which had already addressed 
me, commenced again—‘* Son of man! what hast thou seen?” 
The dread in which I was, had paralyzed my tongue, and I 
could give no answer; the unknown voice resumed— 

“ The edifice in flames which thou hast seen, is the temple 
of: the externals of the religion of thy fathers, the organic 
edifice of its forms, its dogmas, its customs, which are menaced 
The sacrilegious hands 
of soi-disant philosophers had applied the torch, and the de- 
structive flames had already gained almost every portion of 
this ancient and venerable temple. The woman in tears, whose 


mournful: groans have touched thy heart, is the Daughter of 


ZION, Synge nd33) who weeps for the estrangement, the blind- 
Ness, and the perversity of her children. Her cries of grief 
had awakened several enlightened and devoted men, who ran 
to the place of disaster in order to arrest the progress of the 
evil; but, seeing the fire of destruction already too tar ad- 
vanced to save the entire of the consecrated inheritance of 
their fathers, they wished, at. least, to preserve the rich trea- 
sures, the sublime truths, the precious principles, which it 
contained, But asecond party interfered which, in its blind zeal 
to preserve a//, opposed every thing. What has been the con- 
sequence ? ‘The two parties, instead of mutually contributing 
to the extinction of the devouring flames, were eager to quarrel, 
to dispute, to pursue each other; and, in the fierceness of their 
combat, they forgot the cause which had provoked it. Thus, 
during the time lost in the contest, the flames have destroyed 
both the edifice and the treasures.” 

The mysterious voice ceased; and, starting, I awoke, tho- 
roughly exhausted, as if from severe labour; all my faculties 
were in a state of complete torpor ; and I imagined that I still 
perceived the odour and smoke of a conflagration. 

| Mepicvs. 


SERMONS FOR THE YOUNG, 


W « regret our inability to do more justice to this manuscript col- 
lection. Specially adapted, as they are, for oral delivery in 
schools, we apprehend that they would not equally well suit 
eur own class of readers. As a specimen of the suitable 
character of these discourses for the end in view, we select 
at hazard, the fourth, delivered on Sabbath NAN). 

“To do justice and judgment, is more acceptable to the Lord than 
sacrilices.’’—Proverbs xxi. 3. 


Phis explicit and emphatic sentence has the authorship of 
the wise king Solomon, and it is as judicious for us to make it 
our guide, as it was to our forefathers, Although the atone- 


ment and thanksgiving by means of sacrifices have ceased, it 
should be a warning to all who may have acted unjustly 
towards their fellow-beings, or who still withhold the pso- 
perty of others, that their prayers, under 
stances, are not likely to obtain a gracious hearing at the ova 
of justice, tempered with mercy. — Perhaps some pay ope, 
that if prayer be irksome to a culprit whose 
him of injustice, yet he can cover his crime by a distribution of 
charity; and he may succeed in his views—at ws << as 
preserving a fair character in the eye of the world—but he 
cannot deceive the all-sceing eye of Omnipcetence, Justice Is 
a much superior virtue to charity; because, when impartially 
administered, it may, in many instances, Cause US loss either of 
money or friends, or both; but, nevertheless, it ought not to be 
neglected or deferred, even on the plea that fair dealing has 
been denied us, (whether in that case or some other,) while 
charity does not make such claims on our self-love. We seldom 
give to the extent of injury to ourselves, or to the relinquish. 
ment of our luxuries. One passage inculcating benevolence, 
has this limit—it is in Deut. xv. 14—** Thou shalt furnish 
him, (the servant who leaves thee after seven years’ service, ) 
from thy flock, from thy floor, and from thy wine-press.” If 
thev are abundantly filled, then is it incumbent to bestow from 
the superfluity; as is also inculeated in another part of the 
same book, ‘viz. the last four verses chap. xxiv.), which prohibits 
gleaning, or seeking for, the, grapes remaining after the gather- 
ing; however, my text warns me to say more on Justice, which 
I have undertaken to prove is a quality superior to charity. 
It was, indeed, one of the seven Commandments, commonly 
denominated the .Voachide, as being the general rules for the 
government of mankind from the time of Noah unto the pre- 
sent day. It is my belief, (in accordance with the writings of 
our learned Rabbins, ancient as well as modern) that these 
seven Commandments, duly kept by a non-Israelite, entitle 
him to an inheritance in the world to come. Enoch, who was 
a progenitor of Noah, is recorded to have “ walked with God, 
and. he was not; for God took him.”—Gen, xxiv. 5. 

Allowing for the phraseology of earlier times, and the diffi- 
culty of translating in general, (but from the Hebrew especially, ) 
may we not infer that Enoch acted justly, and that his reward 
was—translation to a higher and-an eternal state of felicity ? 
The ‘description of the piety of Noah, in Gen. vi. 9, is con- 
firmatory of the construction that, ‘* walking with God,” means 
leading a good and virtuous life:—‘* Noah was a just man, 
perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.” 

The 19th verse of the xviiith chapter tells us, that justice and 
judgment were the creed of the revered Abraham, for which 
merit, his Almighty Father treated him with confidence ;' and, 
because it was foreseen that he would, so far as lay in his 
power, obey the divine injunction, by charging his children and 
his household to keep the ways of the Lord, Abraham was 
blessed with a promise of protection to his descendants after 
him, * * * * 


M. D. C. 


PERVERTED CONSTRUCTIONS OF SCRIPTURE. 
BY MR, NEWMAN, 


In respect to those portions of Scripture upon which Jews 
and Christians are at issue, it becomes a duty to investigate 
them the more unreservedly, because the Jews are constantly 
reproached with wilful blindness, and with not daring to examine 
certain prophecies, lest their eyes become besatn j and they 
become believers in Christianity. I cannot avoid recurring to 
the subject, too briefly alluded to in No, 10 of your Journal,— 
for although your object is not to combat Christianity, and 
there is really no necessity so minutely to criticise the passage 
In question, as is done in the elaborate dissertation previously 
quoted from The Jew—yct enough has not been given on this 


| subject, to instruct the uninstructed. 


The passage alluded to, Isaiah vii. 14, y57 spboyn mon, has 
been translated, behold a virgin will conceive—and this mis- 
translation has been employed for a most extraordinary pur- 
pose. To such an application is to be objected—first, in tore- 
telling so miraculous a birth, the prophet would undoubtedly 
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have made use of less ambiguous terms. He commences 
nix NIN IN 135, Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you a sign, i.e. a token; for myx very rarely implies, like pay, 
with child: moby being synonymous with mys, it is absolutely 


necessary to add 5yn3 in order to render it specially applicable | 


toavirgin; (asin Gen, xxiv, 16,43; Esther in. 2); abyna being 


the only Hebrew term used in reference to a virgin: as 


Lev. xxl. 3, 13, 14, whilst andy and sm 7y3 may be applied to 
one who is not a virgin: as in Gen. xxxiv. 3, 12, and Prov. xxx. 
19, Secondly, the person whom Isaiah was then addressing, 
and whom he was upbraiding for want of faith, was not likely 
to be satisfied with, or believe in, a miracle which was to occur 
many centuries after his death. Lastly, the whole context 


incontestably proves it to have exclusive reference to a child 


to be born after the lapse of a few months. Hence it is argued, 
that the prophet alluded to his own wite, then present, when 
he said, Behold this young woman is with child, and will bear 
a son and will call his name Emanuel. No further importance 
can be attributed to the person bearing this appellation, than to 


the one bearing that of Maher-shalal-hash-baz (speed to the 


booty, haste to the prey), respecting whom, the prophet ex- 
pressed himself (vii. 18.) Behold [and the children whom the 
Lord hath given me are for signs and wonders in Israel. The 
child named Emanuel, (God ts with us) was intended as a sign 
to Ahaz, that he would be delivered from his enemies, the two 


confederate kings, and that there would be plenty in his land, 


at the time when that child should know how to distinguish 
what was pleasant or unpleasant to the palate. The child 


named Maher-shalal-hash-baz, was the sign of the plundering | 


of the countries of the said kings, before that child should be 
able to articulate, my father and my mother (vim. 4). All this 
was literally fulfilled. 

Another high sounding title, from the same prophet, we find 
in chap. 1x. 6: For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given, and the government shall be upon his shoulders; and the 
Wonderful Counsellor, the Almighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, called his name Prince of Peace,* which clearly reters 
to Hezekiah, in whose behalf God wrought so terrible a wonder, 
by destroying, in one night, the whole host of his enemies, 


amounting to 185,000 men (2 Kings xix. 35), and to which | 


event the prophet alludes in verse 5, For every battle of the 
warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood ; 
but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire. 


* The latter clause may also be rendered agreeably to the authorized , 


version, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace; notwithstanding, no more divine 
character could be claimed for that person than for MYPIN Hezekiah, sig- 
nifying Strength of God; or for Jerusalem, of which we read, Jere- 
miah xxxiii. 16, and this is the name wherewith she (Jerusalem) shall be 
called \3P¥8 ’A The Lord our righteousness. Another possible version of 
the name given to this child is, “A wonderful counsellor is the Mighty 
God ; an everlasting Father is the Prince of Peace. 


TALMUDIC ALLEGORY. 
THE CHILD OF MERCY. 


“Let us make man,” said the Creator, and myriads of 
angelic beings listened to his voice. ‘* Do not create him,” 
spoke the angel of justice. ‘* He will wrong his brethren, injure 
and oppress the weak, and cruelly ill-treat the feeble.” ‘* Do 
not create him,”’ spoke the angel of peace. ‘‘ He will manure 
the earth with human blood. ‘The first-born of his race will be 
an assassin, and murder his own brother.”’ 

‘““ He will desecrate thy sanctuary with his lies,” said the 
angel of truth ; ‘‘ and though thou stampest on his countenance 
thine own image, the seal of truth, yet will falsehood and deceit 
prevail in his voice.’’ ‘‘ Create him not; he will rebel against 


thee, and abuse the freedom which thou bestowest on him,” 


exclaimed the chorus of assembled angels. 

Still they spoke, when Charity, the youngest and best-beloved 
of the Eternal’s creation, approached his throne, and knelt 
before him: “Create him, Father,” she prayed, “ in thine 
own image; let him be the beloved of thy goodness. When 


all thy ‘servants forsake him, I will seek and lovingly assist | 


: his very errors will I turn to his good. I will fill the 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


Then he proceeds, behold this young woman is 


heart of the weak with benevolence, and render him merciful 
towards those who are weaker than he. If he depart from 
peace and truth, if he offend justice and equity, I will still be 
with him, and the consequences of his own errors shall chasten 
his heart, and purify him in penitence and love.” 
~The Universal Father listened to her voice, and created man, 
a weak and erring being. But, even in his errors, a pupil of 
the Divine goodness, a child of merey, love, and charity, never 
forsakes him, and still strives to amend him. 
* * * 
Remember thy origin, O man, when thou art cruel and 
unjust. Of all the Divine attributes, charity alone stood forth 
to plead that existence be granted to thee. Mercy and love 
have fostered thee. Then remember, be just, be merciful. 


Hebrew Review. 
BRING FLOWERS.” 


The following Stanzas allude to the last request of an aged 
Israelite, that a bunch of flowers might be placed beside her, 
in her last earthly resting place. Her lite had: been a checkered 
one; but, through no ordinary difficulties, she kept true to her 
glorious Faith; the love for it, her obedience to its dictates, 
becoming yet stronger, more faithful, with her years. Her 
death was a blessed one. Apparently in perfect health in the 
‘morning, she had been out on foot and alone, making some 
preparations for the approaching day of Atonement: on her 
return, she seemed rather fatigued, and ere the wings of mght 
closed softly round her, she had passed away, without a pang, 
_ without a struggle, as ‘* Fruit when ripe must fall.”’ : 


Bring flowers! autumn flowers! 
Their soften’d bloom to shed; 

From silv’ry brook, and mossy dell, 
Around the aged dead. 

For she had loved their balmy scent, 
Their radiant robes of love : 

And deemed, they oft were redolent 
With whisp’rings from above. 


Bring flowers! autumn flowers! 

~ Not buds of joyous spring ; 

They are too bright, too full of life, 
O'er Holy age to fling. 

Their’s the sweet task, to gild the tomb 
Of youth, in beauty ta’en, 

To smile away all ling’ring gloom, 
All mournful dream of pain. 


Bring flowers! autumn flowers ! 
With their pale solemn smile ; 
Oh, let them watch beside her sleep, 
In bloom, a little while. 
She loved them, e’en thro’ sorrew’s strife, 
"Phat marked her sojourn here : 
Oh, let them spend their little life, 
In glist’ning o'er her bier. 


Bring flowers! autumn flowers! 
She heard the Angel's call; 

| And bowed her aged head to die, 
As fruit when ripe must fall. 

She was not gather’d from the tree, 
By slow and sad disease, 

But gently fell, as light and free 
As leaves before the breeze. 


Bring flowers! autumn flowers! 
To slumber with the dead: 

Oh! never o’er a lowlier heart, 
Can their pale wreath be shed. 

Her life had been a checker’d one, 

With but few summer hours, 

Yet faithfully, its duties done, 

The crown of glory meekly won. 
Bring flowers! autumn flowers! 

1840. 
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MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

London Hospital —We have just learned the details of an 
arrangement with this institution, for the exclusive appropria- 
tion of male and female wards, for in-patients of our own rell- 
gious persuasion, under the charge of ewish nurses, KC. 5 and 
with regard to diet and other essentials, offering every facility 
consistent with our peculiar requirements. We propose to in- 
spect the arrangements, with a view to a notice more commen- 
surate with the importance of the subject. Meanwhile, we 
willingly accord our admiration of the liberal spirit exhibited 
iu this matter by the management of the Hospital; and doubt 
not, that an appreciation ot it will be proved by the support 
contributed to the funds at the anniversary dinner on the 28th 
stant. The usually numerous attendance of Jews at these 
dinners, is always .provided tor, by the serving of a special 
table for their accommodation. “See article below.) 

Edinburgh Hebrew Philanthropic Society. —The annual 
supper of this Society took place at the Synagogue Chambers, 
on Wednesday evening, Philip Levy, Esq. in the chair. Va- 
rious toasts were proposed in excellent speeches by Mr. J. W. 
Lyon, Messrs. J. and M. Ashenheim, Mr. Jameson, W. 5., 
Lachlan M*Kenzie, Esq. and other gentlemen, and the evening 
was spent ina veryhappy and harmonious manner. (Seotch paper) 

Improcements in the Discipline of the Synagogue.—An 
On dit, so far back as our No. 9, (in January last,) alluded to 
a memorial then mtended to be addressed to the authorities of 
the Great Synagogue, praying for certain Improvements in the 
conduct of divine service. Since that period, it appears that 
gentlemen of influence in the other metropolitan congregations 
have be en-consulted, and that a private meeting was held by 


them at the London Tavern, on Tuesday evening, the oth in- 
stant. "The rumours as to the objects and results of that | 


meeting, have been so various and conflicting, that we have 
made it our business to institute soTueC Inquiries, and have 
reason to believe that the sole object of the memorial presented 
for the adoption of that meeting is,—respectfully to represent to 
all congregational authorities, the urgent necessity of amelio- 


of pulpit instruction, of a character commensurate. with the 
requirements of the age—the more impressive recital of the 
liturgy generally, and the occasional omission therefrom of 
such interpolated pieces as ecclesiastical authority shall sane- 
tion, If the memorialists shall not travel cut of their proper 
course, by retrospective allusions to errors of omission or com. 
Mussion on any side; and, if a generally signed memorial shall 
suitably repudiate interference with ecclesiastical matters, by 
other than legitimate spiritual authority; then we will not 
doubt that a patient, firm, and respectful policy, must win every 
concession Which shall prove consistent with a wise discretion ; 
a diseretion which consents to lead and govern popular im. 
pulses, instead of being borne down by them. 

It is understood, that the active promoters of this memorial 
are to meet again, some time in the ensuing week, with a view 
finally to arrange the terms of its prayer. We hope that they 
will suitably urge the paramount necessity of providing quali- 
fied persons, who may arouse and maintain that true devotional 
ae which the mere abrogation of abuses can never produce. 
We hope also, that their memorial will be so framed as to se- 
cure the signatures of a powerful class of piously-minded Jews, 
who have vow become conscious of the necessity of those 
moderate, gradual, and authorized ameliorations above referred 
to, 

* The Beth Hamedrash (College ).”—The peculiar position 
in which we stand towards this establishment, precludes our 
being more than faithful chroniclers of the proceedings in rela- 
tion to it. Had the report of the provisional committee been 
presented to a public meeting, as erroneously supposed to be the 
terms in which that committee was appointed, the Opportunity 
would have been afforded us for endeavouring to alter the plan 
which the report embodies; under existing circumstances, 
however, as we have not withdrawn from the committee with 


rations in the discipline of the synagogue ; such as-the substi- | 
tution of the assessment system, in heu of Various objectionable | 
and precarious sources of income now existing—the provision | 
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the objects of our remaining colleagues. = sheer’ object, 
as fairly avowed by the report now in circu to 
resuscitate the ‘ Beth Hamedrash only, after the ritua — the 
German congregations; the appendage of a Ronan’ ‘added 
in parenthesis to the title of the report, ) will bet ependent 
upon “the liberality of the public.” If we can spare room in 


ing their judgment on the report itself. 

Institution for Relief of the Blind.—We are glad to per- 
ceive the advertisement for two more penstoncrs, and to learn 
‘that £300 is about to be funded, in consequence of the success 
of the anniversary ball, &c. There are fair prospects of a sue- 
| 
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cessful issue to the efforts, now in progress, for the union of the 
two societies now existing at present for this same object. 

The Jewish Calendar.—A memoir, in the A thenceum, of the 
late Mr. Frend, himself a distinguished mathematician, records 
his opinion that, ** the mathematical and astronomical science 
of ancient Judea, was substantially equal at least to that of any 
period of modern Europe, not exce ting the ar song heir 
lunar calendar was as good as if it had been made from modern 
observations, and much better adapted to represent a long 
period than any other: as'much of pure mathematics as any 


Solomon.” 


London Hospital.—Since| the above was written, we have 
been favored with the following particulars. The new wing 
just added to this noble establishment, consists of several new 
wards, four of which, containing twenty beds, (and in emer- 
geney more,) are destined for Jewish patients exclusively. 
These new wards will be formally named by H.R. H. the Duke 
of Cambridge, on the ensuing anniversary, after the following 
persons: the Duke of Cambridge, Prince Albert, Prince 
Albert Edward, Duke of Wellington. N. M. Rothschild, aud 
Abraham Goldsmid. .The female wards will be named, 
Aveusra,” atter the Duchess of Cambridge ** Victoria, 
Ke.” after the Princess Royal: “ Hannan” atter the Baroness 
de Rothschild; and one remains to be named. Our 
community is deeply indebted to 8, H. Ellis, Esq. by whose 
indefatigable exertions, as an old member of the house com- 
mittee of the hospital, this excellent arrangement has-been 
effected. Other gentlemen have laid the Jewish body under 
obligation, by their benevolent efforts, at various times, to 
found a separate wpm (hospital,) for our sick poor, (as pos- 
sessed by the Sphardim congregation) ; but we have. reason to 
believe, that they approve the more practicable, less costly, 
and more efficient arrangement uow accomplished, to that at 
which they aimed. The amount raised by them, as well as a 
smaller fund previously in existence for the same end, together 
about £1,800, is to be immediately vested in the names of 
Jewish trustees, for the benefit of the London Hospital. Be- 
sides the interest arising therefrom, the very liberal support 
which Jews contribute to the income of the charity, renders 
the arrangement as advantageous to the Hospital, as it is ho- 
norable to the spirit which has presided over its counsels. —Jsaac 
Cohen, Esq., with his usual liberality, accepts the office of 
steward for the dinner on the 28th instant. 


) 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 
Secession.—We learn from the Hamburger neue Zeitung, 
that zeal for the dissemination of their views, has led the sup- 
porters-of the London Secession-Congregation to have trans- 
lated into German, the discourse delivered at the opening of 
the place of worship occupied by that body. The paper before 
us, a non-Israelite organ, contains, at some length, the reflec- 
tions which occur to a philosophical investigator unconnected 
with the contest, and not seeking to promote apostacy by the 
approval of religious feuds, The reviewer commences thus:— 
** For several generations has the civilization of modern Europe, 
that genial child of Christian-German-Faust, and Heathen- 
Greek-Helen, clamoured at the doors and windows of’ the 
cyclops fortress of Judaism.” He accounts for its partial effects 
in Germany, by the very unsettled notions of t eology and 


the other seceding members, we feel some delicacy in opposing | 


arewngy teh at the time prevailing; and because the civil law 
which discourages sectarianism, restricted the efforts, then made, 


4 future number, our readers shall have the opportunity of form. 


one ought to admit, flourished among them in the time of 
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to the delivery of religious discourses, and to rendering the ser- | 
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“5. Baptized Israelites admitted on the domains of the 


yice more attractive ; carefully avoiding to repudiate ancient | crown, and on private estates, are to be exempted from taxes 
authority notwithstanding. He regards it as different in Eng- | during several years, as is the case with regard to Israelites 


land, and adduces the varied aspect of religious society here as 
a proof of his assertion. He goes on to say that “ the reformers 
among the English Jews, begin their work with the stride 
which Luther ventured upon only after the Leipzig discussion ; 


they absolve themselves formally from the Tradition, and the 


Oral law. Mischna and Talmud they declare to be commenta- 
ries worthy of respect as honoured counsellors; but as law 
books, or works of divine interpretation, they will no longer 
regard them.” The instance quoted in their text of the dis- 
course under review, (a misapprehension of the intention of 


the two and a halt tribes, ) is contrasted with the innovations of | 


religious forms, and the reasons assigned forthem, The reviewer 
considers the most prominent feature of the innovations yet ven- 
tured upon, to be the secularization of six festival days in course 
of the year; but he does not see how they can escape dealing 
with the laws concerning food, the sabbath, marriage, \c., so 
as to estrange them from other Jews, and still not assimilate 
them with the rest of the world. The reviewer points out the 
impossibility of practically rendering the bare word of scrip- 
ture, especially where it legislates, except by means of authen- 
ticated interpretations ; seeing that both Christian and Jew fall 
back upon their respectively special versions of the same text. 
* To establish new interpretations,” says the reviewer, ‘* by 
decisions of majorities, and not to admit the title of dissenters 
or sectarians notwithstanding, is to hand down to posterity a 
new Talmud in addition to the old one: for a work whieh con- 
tains the labours of fifty generations, cannot, all at once, be 
erased from the page of history. It is true that eight hundred 
years since, immediately after the compilation of the Talmud, 
a similar system was called into life among the Jews, and ori- 
ginated the sect of Karaites, which exists to this day; but 
which, with respect to the law, submits to far heavier burdens 
than the Rabbinists—and like them, is loaded with a mass of ex- 
positions, (now become traditions, ) casuistical disquisitions, and 
a very diffuse liturgy.”” The reviewer then remarks upon the 
greater facility which such a system enjoys at the present day, 
and in England; and says, that when the difficulties of their 
position are pointed out in the ‘* /"o/ce of Jacob,” (on the pe- 
riod of the festivals, &c.) they evade them by assistance of 
rabbinical works!* Then follow some sensible observations on 
English ‘‘common sense ;”’ and the reviewer concludes with 
expressing his conviction, that whatever be the fate of the new 
system, the publication, there, of the translated sermon, will be 


~ an Interesting and important fact for future reterence. 


The dugshurg Gazette of the 24th ult., publishes, under 
date of St. Petersburgh, the 11th ult., the following ukase of 
the Emperor of Russia, relative to the conversion of Israelites 
to the Christian religion :— 
~“ 1. When Israelites shall conform to the Christian religion, 
the holy baptism must also be given to their children under 
seven years of age. Nevertheless, if the father or mother alone 
become convert, the sons shall be baptized in the first case, 
and the daughters in the second. 

‘2. The converted Israelites who shall enter into holy 
orders, are to be exempt from the taxes to which they were 
formerly liable. Every convert, without distinction of sex, 
will receive, on his or her conversion, from fifteen to thirty 


-Tubles, and the children will obtain one-half of the allowance 


granted to their parents. 

“3. The baptized Israelites will be entitled to embrace a 
commercial profession, on declaring that they possess the re- 
quired capital, and proving that they pay the gi/der rates; they 
are to be likewise admissible into the corporations of tradesmen 
and manufacturers, and into the agricultural communities. 

“4. The settlement, as well as the first agricultural organi- 
zation, of the baptized Israelites on the domains of the crown, 
are to take place, agreeably to the laws regulating the establish- 
ment of Israelites, in the government of Cherson. 


_* The review here appears to reply to some other strictures on the 
subject which have not met our eye. | 


embracing the agricultural profession," 


F’rom the Orient. 

TTeidelberg, March \O.—Dr. Heinrich Oppenheim has just 
been admitted as Privat-Docent in this university. The con- 
ferring of an academic appointment on a Jew, has excited con- 
siderable interest, and reflects great credit on the government 
of the Grand Duke, This circumstance will not, we trust, be 
without its influence on the Jews of Northern Germany. Dr. 
Oppenheim will commence his course of lectures (Political 
Economy) during the ensuing session. 3 

Berlin, Feb, 2.—The highly respected society, Gesellschaft 
der Freunde,” celebrated its titticth anniversary on the 30th ult. 
The fund destributes annually trom 5000 to 6000 dollars among 
poor families, widows, and orphans. The president, Wr. Leh- 
mann, made an appropriate speech, after which, the overseer 
of the establishment, who had performed the duties of that 
office for forty-four years gratuitously, was presented with an 
elegant jubilee diploma. In the afternoon, the society assem- 
bled in the Odeum, their own establishment being too small 
for the accommodation of the numerous visitors. Among these 
were, the Chict Burgomaster of Berlin, the President of Police, 
and several members of the Government privy council. Among 
other distinguished individuals who were present, were elie 
Mendelssohn and Meyerbeer. 

Collection of Autographs.—During the tour of Dr. Carmoly 
through Switzerland, he met with an interesting collection of 
thirty-three autograph letters, which had been addressed to 
the younger Burtorf, by several of his learned contemporaries. 
These are as follows:—trom Leon Siaa, two letters in the 
Latin language; from Florio Porto, of Mantua, thirteen letters, 
one Italian and the rest Hebrew; from Hymanuel Porto, two 
letters: the author signs himself, ** Wenachem Zion Porto 
Cohen, so called by Jews, by Christians called Hmmanuel 
Porto;” trom /saae Abendana, brother of Jacob Abendana,. 
two letters, one Latin, the other Hebrew; from Gabriel Liaria, 
of Frankfort, one Hebrew letter; from Salomon Zai, of Man- 
tua, two letters, Italian and Hebrew; from Jacob Romano, two 
letters, contaming remarkable observations on the history ot 
Arabian and Hebrew literature; in these, the author gives an 
analysis of many Hebrew and Arabian works which we only 
know by name. Besides these, this collection contains two 
letters from Sianuel Mey, and one from David Cohen de Laca. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
SCHISM—THE REJECTED LETTERS, &e. 
To the Editor of the “* Voice of Jacob.” 


Sir.—Having read a letter addressed to you, contained in a 
pamphlet entitled ‘* 2ejected Letters, &c.,” in which letter, 
objects are alluded to of vital interest to Judaism at large, I 
beg leave to forward to’ you, for insertion in your valuable 
periodical, some observations on the aforesaid letter. A glance 
at my remarks, will show that I desire to treat the subject 
abstractedly, and have nothing to do with persons ; I deal with 
the principles entertained by them. Agreeably to this view, 
you will see, that keeping carefully within the limits so pre- 
scribed to myself, I shall apply to the test of truth, those 
‘dicta only which affect principles. | 

Before I enter upon the subject, let me express to you my 
deep regret at the bitter tone which prevails throughout the 
letter upon which I am animadverting ; convinced as I am, that 
the same things might have been said in a manner much less 
harsh, without diminishing aught from their force, The aim 
of criticism, or of controversy, is to illustrate ; it ought, there- 
fore, to be a torch which enlightens, but not a firebrand which 
consumes. hope you will pardon me this short digression— 
if it be a digression at all—on account of its being so season- 
able; since you must have both heard and seen, not less than 
-T, statements on the topic of the day, clothed in the most un- 
becoming language, in a language which adds nothing to the 


power of argument, and only serves to irritate. The first thing 
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which attracts my attention in the letter of B. E., 1s a censure 
on the President of the Deputies of the British Jews, for not 


having ascertained, previously to his refusal to acknowledge | 


Mr. D. Ii’. Marks, as Secretary of a Synagogue, ‘ whether 
the new congregation intended to solemnize marriages accord- 
ing to the usages” of the Jews, and for having thought it 
requisite to consult the ecclesiastical authorities on a subject 
uurely legal. Let us divest the act censured, from its direct 
peatition and regard it abstractedly, as a matter of investigation 
contained in some casuistical book. Suppose some gentle- 
men professing the Jewish religion, constitute. themselves a 
religious society, and open a place oft worship, to be conducted 
in a manner differing from existing, synagogues ; on the 
opening of which place of worship, principles have been de- 
clared, deviating from those -recoguised by the main body of 
the Jews. ‘These gentlemen, regarding their place of worship 
as a synagogue, and desirous of having conterred upon it a 
certain privilege which the laws of the country confer upon 
synagogues,” apply for that privilege to the person whom 
the law declares its executive for such purposes. Let it be 


understood, that this is a privilege, the concession of which | 
implies a recognition of the place of worship in question as a | 


synagogue. The appointed person is, by this extragrdinary 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


‘the law did not grant the privilege in question to synagogues, 
| hecause the Jews solemnize their marriages in a peculiar man. 
ner, but because it recognised the then existing principles of 
the Jews; that is, their whole religious system. 


| 
| 


case, (not foreseen, and therefore not provided for by the law,) | hu | | : 
this great man, will deny, that Maimonides understood by the 


placed in difficulty. He reasons thus: ‘it is obvious that 
when this law was framed, it had special reference to the then 
Jews, that is, to persons holding principles and views known 
to the legislature as a religious system, under the name of 
Judaism ; to this system it gave confidence: how can { know 
whether the law applies also to persons calling themselves Jews, 
but professing different principles?’ call now: upon any 


| 


Jewish usages, therefore the 


To say, that 

their marriages consonant with 
ir place of worship can claim the 
privileges of a synagogue, would amount to making the usages 
of marriage the test of a synagogue, 2. €. of Judaism, which is 
certainly not tenable. ; 

The second point which puzzles me, 1s the assertion, that 
because the new congregation has adopted, as part of its ritual, 
the creed of Maimonides, therefore its members are entitled 
to receive from: their co-religionists, all those proofs of bro- 
therly love and goodwill which God has commanded us re- 
ciprocally to show. Denying most positively any inference, 
that [hold a Jew exempted from the practice of the Divine 
command, ‘to love our neighbour as ourselves, ‘in the case 
of persons who do ‘not adopt the creed ot Maimonides, I can. 
not refrain from wondering how so ingenious a writer as B. E, 
should overlook the contradiction in which he involves him- 
self, by appealing to this creed as the test of Judaism; for it 
must be admitted on all sides, that the best interpreter of the 
meaning of the words used in this creed, must be Maimonides 
himself. Now no one, the least conversant with the works of 


because persons solemnize 


term Torah, or Torath Moshe, both the written and the Oral 


law: and that he declared that only such are to be regarded as 
Israclites, as believe in the divinity of both. 

The next point at which I stop, ts the assault by the author, 
“ B. E.,” upon * old Judaism,” concerning the divorce :* | 
shall not dwell long on this subject, as I do not sanction the 


man of sound judgment, whatever be his personal views or | practice of picking out quotations from Rabbinical writers, and 


religious convictions, to declare whether he would not feel /waging against them a_ petty warfare. 


compelled by the judicial construction which should alone in- 


Unus et alter assuitur 


pannus. A broad and comprehensive view must be taken of 


fluence every functionary, to pursue the following train of Rabbmism; results thus arrived at, can alone be regarded as 


reasoning, in order to find a solution for the difficulty in ques- 
tion.—The hinge upon which the question turns, is to know 
whether the principles held by the applicants are compatible 
with that religious system to which the legislative power re- 
ferred, when it established the law concerning the synagogues, 
If these principles are compatible with Judaism, then the 
claims of the applicants are well founded; if they are ot com- 
patible with Judaism, then their claims are unfounded, and 
cannot, without abusing the powers conterred by law, be come 
plied with, until that law shall have declared itself more expli- 
eitly. ‘his functionary regards the question, (whether certain 


legitimate tests. When the character of a nation is to be in- 


vestigated, we may not restrict our observation to one or two 


principles are compatible with Judaism,) as a religious one, | 


and not feeling competent, nor, according to other laws, per- 
mitted, to give an opinion on religious matters, he applies 
for the advice of those who are recognised as competent to 
guide him, and whose decision the law regards as autho- 
ritative. ‘The ecclesiastical authorities are asked whether 
they regard a certain place of worship as a synagogue ? that 
is, Whether they hold the opinion that the persons worshipping 
God therein, do so agreeably with that religious system called 
Judaism? Upon the declaration, that the ecclesiastical autho- 
rities do not regard the place of worship in question as a syna- 
gogue, l ask whether, according to the law, the functionary 
could grant the privilege applied for? 1 venture to say, cer- 
tainly not. Let us now, with this result arrived at, return to 
the particular case involved, and ascertain whether it has been 
modified by any accidental circumstance not comprehended in 
the question, viewed abstractedly. Sir Moses Montefiore might 
have consulted his colleagues ; b his colleagues, it seems, are 
meant the Deputies. To whom, ak did the law entrust the 
power of granting the certificate applied for? According to 
its tenor, to the President alone, and not to the Deputies: if 
thus, then has the law, with respect to this question, associated 
with him no colleagues. But suppose the law had done other. 
wise, could the whole Board of Deputies have devised any 
other course than an appeal to the advice of ecclesiastical 
authority? Let us even suppose that the secession congrega- 
tion might have declared their intention to solemnize marriages 
according to the usages of the Jews; the 


es uestion would not 
be changed in the slightest degree by suc declaration ; for 


individuals, whose acquaintance, moreover, we happened to 
make in a foreign country ; we must go to the country in which 
the nation dwells; we must hear them speak their own lan- 
guage; must see their dress, their habits, and customs, in their 
own homes; and we must become familiar with the different 
classes composing that nation. Why should the same rule’not 
be extended to the Rabbins? They have their own province in 
the region of the spirit, where they live, and will live for ever. 
They have their own language, dress, habits, and customs, and 
consist of different classes. Why shall two or three rabbinical 
statements, selected for special and hostile ends, be the scale 
by which any honest enquirer—and he, moreover, a Jew—be 
betrayed into weighing Rabbinism? However generally recog- 
nised be the excellence of English legislation, yet if some one, 
ina similar spirit, pick out particular laws—as, for instance, that 
in virtue of which a man who does not go on Sunday to church 
is punished—or, that in virtue of which an English captain is 
not allowed to take a person under a certain age on board of 
his ship; and others still more preposterous ;—if, I say, an enemy 
of England hunt out such laws as a pattern by which to judge 
English legislation, then certainly shall we be somewhat at a 
loss to defend the excellence so generally adjudged to it. A 
system may contain a great many abnormities, and be excel- 
lent, as a system, notwithstanding ; just as a beauty may have 
several irregular features, and yet remain a beauty. From 
these remarks, Sir, you will easily infer, that I will neither de- 
fend every Rabbinical statement which might not be consonant 
with our present views and notions, nor am I willing to enter 
into any detail of Rabbinical Opinions with respect to di- 


* The citation of a possible version of 13% AVY, 
rant for divorce,) is singularly unfortunate for the 
Jewish body, are safe from an authoritati 
deniers of authority may, or (as the word is objected to,) might, revert to 
it. While on the subject of marriage and authority, we instance the 
somewhat analogous case of certain Presbyterian marriages in Ireland, 
recently pronounced ex-post facto invalid! (despite the awful conse- 
quences of such decision,) by the Irish judges. Happily, an authority is 
recognised, competent to restrain special renderings in so grave a matter, 
and to secure uniformity of usages.—Ep. 


(the scriptural war- 
seceders. We, the 
vely rejected construction ;—the 
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vorce ; though it would be a very easy task indeed, to show | the caution, then has the divinity of the Oral law not been 


that the opinions on the point in question, however diverging 

| they appear at first sight, are nothing more than different inter- 
& pretations, founded upon most lucid exegetical rules of the 
Hebrew words, 939 of interpretation which, 
| 4 however unacquainted I am with courts of law, yet am I confi- 

; dent such must happen very often, even to the most. learned 

4 and most conscientious jurisconsults ; differences of interpre- 
= tation which, far from being derogatory from the dignity of the 
legislature, far from biassing or perplexing it, on the contrary, 
exhibits its excellence by leaving the parties untettered as to 
argument, and by enabling the judges (p°ppy5) to explain the 
true meaning of the law. The last passage I shall notice is, 
where the writer represents the chief discrepancy between 
his congregation and the others, as consisting in the difference 
: of liturgy. ‘These are his words: “ Yes, Sir, this is the head 
and front of their offending; for the few words about the Oral 
law, found in the Discourse. delivered at the Consecration 6n 
the 27th of January, are defensive only, and have reference to 
the caution, alas Bull, promulgated the preceding September.” 
“ The few words” as if words should be measured, and not 
weighed! It is really astonishing, how so ingenious a writer 
could overlook the simple logical rule, that not the quantity 
but the quality of the words, decides their value; and that the 
quality is often the better, the less is the quantity. The ac- 
quaintance which the writer betrays with Roman history, re- 
minds me to illustrate my statement with facts recorded by 
Roman historians. 

The life of a man is eertamly a thing of importance. To 
take it away unlawfully, is certainly cryminal. Such a deed is 
the more atrocious, the more revolting, when perpetrated on a 
friend or relation, as, for instance, a teacher ora parent. Yet 
3 to accomplish such an act according to the Roman institutions, 
: the tyrant Nero had need merely to utter three words, J Lictor 
{ percute. In quoting this instance, I formally repudiate any 
application or allusion to the case in question. TI mean not to 
| compare the Oral law to the teacher or parent of the Jews, or 
: the rejection of it as a parricide. Every one is the best inter- 
preter of what he says; and I declare, that I quoted this in- 
: stance with no other intention, than to point out palpably the 
truth of the rule—that words must not be measured, but weighed. 
3 And if this scale is applied, then certainly the few words, 


4 there 1s nothing divine in the Oral-law,” are more expressive 
| By these few words is it unre- 


3 than a thousand volumes. 
7 servedly declared, that the men upon whom all Isracl look 
: with awe and reverence; that the men whom the Jews regard 
as the conservators and pillars of their religious creed, have 


most abject kind, since they did not scruple to demolish the 


building established by God himself, and to erect their own in | pocourees. 


its place; these words declare that the whole house of Israel 
has been grossly deceived, abused, duped, through centuries 
has undergone all the torments which human cruelty could in- 
vent, for an imposition; has suffered, for almost two thou- 
sand years, an unrelenting martyrdom for a bubble; a bubble 
Which could not be broken either by the profound Maimonides, 
by the universal genius and free investigation of an Eben 
Ezra, and from them down to the liberal minded Mendelssohn; 
until some gentleman, whose worldly pursuits can have spared 
little opportunity for the study of Rabbinical writings, has solved 
the spell, and burst the bubble with the breath of the words, 
there is nothing divine in the Oral law.” I shall not dwell 
further upon the pernicious path into which the above doctrine 
leads. We may perceive, at no great distance, the precipice 
to which it tends: let them but look but a little further, 
and the gulph yawns at their feet. ‘‘ But these words have 
merely reference to the caution of the ecclesiastical authority,”’ 
hough the use of that caution were proved a wrong, the rejec- 
ion of the Oral law, as divine, is not yet accounted for, since 
one wrong cannot j.:s.iiy another. But instead of dwelling any 
longer upon this pvint—instead of pointing out the contradic- 
tion in which this statement seems to involve other passages of 
the letter in question, I will rather hail with deep, heartfelt 
Joy, the sentence upon which I now: comment. Sos. if the 
above doctrine has i 


een maintained merely in opposition to 


been contemptible liars, common impostors; impostors of the 


rejected in the heart: then may every Jew who now grieves 
at the unhappy results to which the present contests must lead, 
abandon himself to the sweet hope, that men of honour—that 
men, who sacrifice so much for that which they think true, 
wil not, and cannot hesitate publicly to avow a change of 
“Opinion, so soon as reflection has matured it to a judgment ; 
then we may entertain the hope, that by such a declaration, the 
first, and according to my views, the chief’ step to a reconcilia- 


tion would be taken, A. B. 


To the preceding letter, we feel it necessary to add a few 
observations, in consequence of the receipt of a courteous note 
from “ B. E.,” the object of which is to solicit our remedy of . 
an injustice done to him, and by implication to others, by the 
expression in our last number, * texts with which he has been 
furnished.” B. offers conclusive evidence, that he enter- 
tained the same ‘sentiments months ago, on the very points ”’ 
alluded to, and that ** the responsibility rests solely upon him- 
self.” We willingly render this justice to * B. E.”’ himself, as 
well as to others not responsible for his parricidal attack upon 
the sages of Israel. But we never included the associates of 
* B. E.,” who appear to have been compromised by his ** hasty 
adyocaey,” as among those who furnished him with texts; our 
supposition had reference to “ peculiar readings” earlier 
than **months ago.”” We have had betore us the means of 
tracking in what quarter B. missiles may have been 
picked up—quarters in which such attacks are much more 
likely to ‘instil hope,” than the /’eice ef Jacob; an imputa- 
tion of * B. E.,” not borne out by the tone of our first reluc- 
tant notice of this unhappy schism in No. 5; nor by the signi- 
ficant fact, that while the organs of the Conversionists pay us 
the flattering compliment of keeping all knowledge of our 
publication from their own readers, such of the ‘ Rejected 
Letters” which do not contain reference to the Voice of Jacob, 
are given at full length in their leading article !! | 

It was rather derogatory to the dignity of the questio: 
involyed, to employ such trite cavillings as appeared to us 
“furnished ” mn the strained construction that ** Old Judaism 
held, and still holds, God's Holy Scriptures subordinate to 
the Mishna, and inferior to the Gemara.’”’ We suppose this 
is founded upon some Oriental Rabbin’s comparison of the 
Torah to water, the Mishna to wine, and the Gemara to spiced 
wine. Has not some more dispassionate enquirer pointed out 
the manifest intention to represent the Scriptures, as a neces- 
| sury.of life to all classes, at all times, and the ‘Talmud as con- 
sisting of less accessible and less indispensable aliments— 
luxuries, to be enjoyed only by men of suitable (intellectual) 
As to Orolhio and Menassah hen /srael, loose lm- 
putations on the contents of their voluminous writings, do not 
admit of direct refutation; but we have just been shewn an 
unequivocal declaration by one of those great men, diametri- 
cally opposite to what is insinuated, st 

Afaimonides deemed it necessary to caution his co-religion- 
ists against the efforts made to apostatize them. The broad 
principle had been generally admitted, that after Haggai, 
Zechariah, and Malachi, the spirit of prophecy had departed 
from Israel; hence, no plausible conformity with the text of 
scripture, could excuse any assumption of a — revelation, 
in order to overturn the authorized version, No expounder ot 
scripture was precluded from advancing his individual and in- 
dependent opinion, on his individual authority: (the conflicting 
views expressed in the Talmud, and every where else,* shew 
the toleration which always prevailed in such matters ;) but it 
some pretender should claim to have fulfilled a prophecy, and 
make the letter of the text appear in his favour, controverting 
thereby the authorized and received ‘‘ explication,” (say of the 
‘‘Tradition,”) and, moreover, assert a divine mission for his 
own perversion—what but the condemnation ordered in Deut. 
xviii., could save the people from being led astray? 


* Some of the expositions recorded through this same liberality of 
the Rabbins, have been raked up by our adversaries for their own special 


ends. 


| 
{ 
if 
| 
| 


— 
4 


120 THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


MARRIED. 


If “ B. E.” can permit himself to be goaded into the em- 
ployment of such missiles agaist his brethren, he will find 
them ‘ furnished” pretty copiously by those in whom he is 
desirous not to * instil hope,”—Ep. 


Wednesday, 6th April, at the mansion of the family, 
Geauabely Park Baron Charles de Rothschild, of Naples, 
to Louisa, youngest daughter of the late N. M. de Rothschild. 


DIED. 
On Friday morning, 8th April, aged 49, Matilda, the wife of 
Mr. Mark Woolf, of Leadenhall-street. 
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REVIEW. 
se pom van m non. The Rod of Judgment; being a Sup- 
plement to the Book Auzari, &c. &e. ; demonstrating the 

Truth of the Oral Law &c. By the Rev. David Neeto, 

Translated by Dr. L. Loewe, kc.—Wertheimer and Co. 

Part 1.—Price Is. 

The demand for information on this important subject, has 
induced the’ learned doctor, (with a laudable desire “ to 
strengthen his bretlirer im their adherence to the ordinances 
of the Lord, as delivered by Moses, and expounded by Israel’s 
revered sages,”) to translate this work from the Hebrew. The 
Jewish public cannot fail to appreciate the disinterestedness of 
the undertaking, inasmuch, that ‘the greatest circulation this 
book can possibly obtain, would not more than re-imburse the 


Notice.—The marriages or deaths of persons of considera. 
tion in our community, will be announced, if communicated 
either by the registering officer, or by members of the family, = 


| 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT, 
Friday 15th of April, Sth of wx 20th of wary Sabb. at 4-p. 6 
Sabb. 16 6 | yen 
Thurs, 21 7 = 
Friday 22 | 
Sabb. 23 28 


ayn 
‘* Sabb. at 4-past 6 
Md 


expenses of its publication.’’ The original was published 128 Mond. 25 30) 
years since, by the then chief Rabbi of the Sphardim congre- Thurs. 28 


gation. Whatever mght have been the opinions then pre- 
vailing, and which induced this manifestation of the vigilance 
of their spiritual guide, the step must have been well timed 


* Kept as a minor festival, in commemoration of the discontinuance 
of a plague. 


and effeetive, for there remains no other evidence of the then 
existing scepticism, 

The author's preface alludes to the fate of the earlier and 
more formidable schisms (on similar principles) of Sadoe the 


Subscribers of not less than half a guinea annually, towards 
the loss on this undertaking, are entitled to receive the num. 
bers regularly, postage free. Instructions to be forwarded to 
the Office, 27, Camomile Street, St. Mary Axe. There are 


‘If the simplest action of those we love best on earth calls | 
for our praise and admiration, will not these emotions be yet 
more warmly excited when we look on the magnificent works 
of God? Can the created vie with the Creator? Yet the 
works of man often: justly call for reverence and love; and 
shall the works of God do less? True, we cannot see Him and | 23, Great Prescott Street, 
live; but all around us are traces of His hand! Who has not | — 
felt the warm glow of the wakening heart, kindling into love 
and rapture, as we gaze on the varied fields of nature? Does 
He not speak in the roaring cataract, the thundering waves, in 
the howling tempest, the devastating blast? Trace we not 
His hand in the rosy glow, the touching stillness of early dawn, 
in the brillant clouds, the refreshing breeze of sunset, the 
myriads of stars, the silvery moon sailing in the dark blue 
heavens? Do we not hear Him in the still, yet emphatic 
eloquence of night, ay, in the ripple of the brook, in the song 
of the bird, in the meek beauty of a glistening flower? Are 
not these the work of His hands, renewed around us day b 
day, as emblems of His changeless, His untiring love? ‘And 


can we pass them by, with hearts unmoved, affections 
dormant ?”’ 


founder of the Saducees, and of Anan and his son Saul. He 
divides his work into five parts or conversations, One of these | lighten our labours, already sufhciently coher ' y remittance e 
is given in the pamphlet under review, and if it be adequately they would save us the necessity ot ks . Ice aig 8. bin 4 
supported, the publication will be continued.* We have already dteaders, out of the London distributor's circle, may obtain 
nod copious extracts from another pamphlet on this subject, this periodical on application to any respectable bookseller, ; 
some of the arguments in which, are contessedly identical with who can supply the numbers regularly, without extra charge. 
those in the ** of Judgment.” The latter work, however, | | 
is more elaborate, and cites many additional evidences in sup- demonstrates by 
natural inferences, the Truth of the Oral Law, transmitted to us by the 
port ofan Oral Law, | he di st ructive effect of . onflicting and Sages of Israel, the Authors of the Mishna and the Talmud. By the Rev. David 4 
independent constructions of religious” obligation, are well Nieto, (of blessed memory,) Chief Rabbi of the Spanish and Portuguese Congrega- = 
shewn. He proves, that the first laws given to man were Oral | tion of London, (in the year 95474), Translated from the Hebrew, by Da. a 
merely; and that other laws, referred to at a period after that |b: borw®. Printed by Wertheimer, & Co.; Sold by the Translator, 55, Mansell : 
“) Street, Goodmand’s Fields. (No. 1, Price Is.) 3 
of the Pentateuch, can only then have been oral. At the close eae NCEE Chiat: :. 
of the conversation, the principle, still acted upon, 1s evolved, Just Published, (Second Edition,) Price Two Shillings. a 
We shall look for the fortheomin : continuations of this work S| JHE ORAL LAW OF DIVINE ORIGIN AN D. i 
shal) look ming wor THEREFORE BINDING UPON THE JEWS? By one of themselves. 4 
| ** By discussion truth is elicited.’’— Rabbinical Prorerb. 
The following extract from Miss Aguilar’s book,“ The faith | printea ana Sola by John Wertheimer and Co., Circus Place, Finsbury Circus, a 
of Israel,” was excluded, for want of room, from our last | 5°\4 also by B. Steill, Paternoster Row, and D. Nutt, Foreign Bookseller, 158, . 
number. | Fleet Street, | 


OF THE INDIGENT BLIND of the 


The Committee of Management of the above Institution, 


gives notice of vacancies for Two Pensioners, and that the day of Election is fixed 
for Sunday, 22nd. May. 


NSTITUTION 


Jewish persuasion. 


By Order—S. SOLOMON, Szc. 
STABLISHMENT FOR YOUNG LADIES, New Cross, 


near Greenwich. The Misses Benjamin, in thanking their friends for the 
encouraging support they have hitherto received, avail themselves of this opportu- 
nity to state, that the duties of this school will reeommence on the 17th Instant, 
when their strenuous efforts will be exerted, to merit a continuance of the patron- 
age hitherto extended to them.— April 5602, 


T ENRY LAWRANCE, Brush Manufacturer, 5, Castle 


Street, Houndsditch, respectfully informs his friends and the public that 
he has commenced business in the above line; and begs to assure them that every 


article will be manufactured in the very best manner, and on the most reasonable 
terms, 


Communications for the Editor, to be addressed to the Office, ‘27, 
Camomile Street. 


London: Published by Sreitt, Paternoster Row; and sold by 
Reynolds, Church Row, Aldgate; Abrahams; and Valentine, 


Houndsditch; Levy, (Distributor,) 14, Middlesex Street, Spitalfields ; 
and Dyte & Son, 106, Strand. | 


Printed by E. Varry, 27, Camomile Street, Bishopsgate. 


Doctor will translate the whole 
in much that is irrelevant to the 


® We hear doubts whether the learned 
of the work, which is considered to conta 
present investigation, 


mt ts 
ot ] 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
é 
thy 
at: 
4 
| 4 ‘a 
: 
<a 
i 


